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elements of a complex. It is the importance ascribed to the first of these 
elements that is the most striking feature of the essay ; for the evolution of 
justice is shown to depend throughout on that of the sesthetico moral 
ideal ; and the sympathetic element, while having a separate origin and 
generally independent development, is found at various stages of history to 
have been profoundly influenced by the aesthetic element, — noteworthily, 
where asceticism has prepared the way for universal charity. 

The essay is remarkably well written, and brings together in well- 
arranged form a prodigious quantity of material. Certain defects lie upon 
the surface. The author deems it possible, from a study of the past history 
of morality, to forecast the progress of which it is yet capable, and to pre- 
scribe the means by which that progress may be facilitated ; and the vari- 
ous reflections into which this conception leads him are as untrustworthy as 
might be expected. Furthermore, he accepts somewhat uncritically vari- 
ous hypotheses which are not above question ; for example, the advance- 
ment of man in intellectual and emotional capacity within historical times. 
The account of the evolution of punishment is decidedly inadequate, any 
departure from its originally retributive nature being either ignored or 
hastily condemned. But the feature that will probably meet with most 
widespread disapproval is precisely the main thesis of the essay ; namely, 
the denial of any fundamental and essential connection between the vari- 
ous elements of the moral ideal. The author's own account of the strictly 
parallel development of the ideas of justice and individual perfection may 
suggest a very different conclusion to many of his readers ; and they may 
not be inclined to condemn all discriminating charity as a ' confusion ' of 
justice and love. Nevertheless the essay is of unusual interest and impor- 
tance, and will be found valuable as a basis for seminary discussions. 

Theodore de Laguna. 
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